Marlene’s report on Bedwell trip

( not edited or corrected!)

Left Campbell River at 7.30 am via helicopter. On board: Andy Smith, (BC Parks), Dave Donaldson (Min. of Env.), Peter Rothermel (BCFMC), Gary Shaan (SSPAC) and Marlene Smith (FOSP).

It was a beautiful day to fly over the Park, almost touching the top of Albert Edward.

Entered Buttle Lake Area and flew over Bedwell campsite; no one was there of course due to trail closure! 

Then flew don the Bedwell valley past the slide. Pointed out You Creek and the big gravel bar close (1 km) to You Creek. The pilot felt he could put his machine down on a small gravel bar at the mouth of You Creek and he did.

You Creek had a new rock deposit at its mouth about 30 ft wide and 6 feet deep. Scars on the trees about 10 feet high indicated how high the water has been. All the vegetation, including all the trees that use to separate the bridge from the Bedwell River had disappeared! ½-3/4 Hour later the crew from the CWR joint us. John Caton (CWR), his son Chad (CWR), Ian Greenheart (an Eco friendly consultant and engineer), Brian Gunn (SPL & CWR & WTA) and John Frank a First nation Chief from Ahousat with (as he says) ancestral ties to the Oinmitis people.

Talked for 1 hour before we set of on the trail. John Caton found a piece of rock in the Creek with flecks of gold coloured material; not sure if that were just flecks of pyrite; John called it gold and gave it to John frank.

There is NO space at You creek to built tent platforms or a coral; there is ½ km further down stream. Caton suggested to built a small 20 X 20 ft coral with tie stanches so the horses do not walk around at night and damage the ground.

100mtr down stream, the trail has washed out into the river right up to the rock face. Not checked out if it can be rerouted over the bluff. The water was VERY low so we waded through the river and walked on the large gravel deposit.

+/- 500 meter further another washout; this time 444m stretch. Here is some of the old FOSP trail rerouted over the bluff still usable; needs extended since the rest of the old trail is also washed out.

Numerous old wooden culverts in the road, covered with gravel are collapsing causing serious hazard; especially for 1000 pound horse with rider!

1 km from You creek, another washout. It is easy this time of the year to travel on the gravel bars, which are quit extensive and the river is very low so easy to cross.

Just before the Ashwood gravel bar another 103 mtr of trail washed out up to another rock face. Requires rerouting of the trail.

Ashwood crossing: the water came barely up to my knees! (I have crossed it in the past and it normally comes up to my thighs or higher!)

Nothing changed here. The old roadbed is still in tact. Caton’s men have flagged a trail access further down the gravel bar; obviously using the gravel bars a lot more then we ever did.

Persuaded Andy and Dave to follow the trail and old roadbed. Explained how Dave Vincent looked at that side for a possible suspension bridge and suggested they talk to Dave. They followed the road. Road in good shape, covered with a layer of sand and vegetation, which would be removed by horse’s hooves. Between here and the rack face several washouts. The trail was dry due to the weather. Trail badly overgrown plus fallen trees in some sections.

Rock face (12,845 km) about 5 km from You Creek.

Trail completely washed out, river coming up right to the rock face. River channel next to rock face is about 1 foot deep and 4 feet wide due to the time of the year. This stretch is about 329 meter long and can only be passed via the gravel bar in the river. To reroute the trail over this rock face is near to impossible. The face is high! Building a walkway here would be wiped out in the  winter by snow!

Rock face to Buccaneer Creek.
Every creek is washed out and several wooden culverts are breaking down leaving big deep holes in the trail/road. The creek crossings are difficult and hazardous due to many large and smaller boulders left behind and the extend of washouts. Creeks I did not even know they existed most certainly presented themselves as a deep gouge and needed careful negotiation. There are several of them on this stretch. Most of the road is in good shape and will need minimum work to make a passable trail.

Buccaneer Creek.(11 ,288 km or 6 km from You Creek)

This is the biggest washout I have ever seen! It washed out this winter in November. It is about 400 meter wide with boulders and trees deposited over a wide stretch of forest. A large portion of the forest has been denuded, leaving a large boulder field. One could make a trail over this boulder field. The creek needs to be channeled, so the water will be directed down the creek, which I don’t think it will at this point once we get a proper flow.

Buccaneer Creek-Twin falls.(9 km or 8 km from You Creek)

We past several deep pools with fish, which I identified as a good size trout.

On this stretch the same story. Several culverts rotting away creating unexpected dangerous holes in the road/trail.

Twin Falls is as pretty as ever. The water and serious debris has washed over the top of the rocks, about 25 meter above the current water level! Rather scary thought!

Numerous small creeks have washed out and are now 4 times wider then they used to be, with large deposits of rocks, trees and stumps on either side.

The trail on the roadbed where in tact is good and would be easy to clear.

Noble Creek (7,998 km or 9 km from You Creek)

This Creek has also joint into the massive washouts and is at least twice as wide as it used to be. It is deeper too. Crossing it was not easy balancing on logs and rocks. And this while the water was low! Building bridges over any of these creeks will not be easy due to the high rise of the water and unstable banks. Large boulders are on either side of these creeks making the trail difficult to walk!

Just Before the Canyon crossing, also referred to as the living bridge, the trail ahs become (now a dry) a riverbed and is eroded about 1-2 feet deep. Serious work needed here.

The Living Bridge.
Half the bridge has collapsed! The water has come up to just below this bridge and taken out the big log Dave Vincent warned could go any time. This leaves 1-1/2 log left for the crossing, which is shared with the trees. Underneath nothing is holding it in place. I agree with Andy that this crossing is now becoming a real danger. This crossing should have the highest priority to replace the living bridge. We spent quit a time looking at this project. There is a solid rock wall on either side about 10 meter upstream, where a suspension bridge could be anchored. A Burma type bridge, which would hang from a top cable would be the most feasonable. To make a bridge that could carry horses would be very expensive!

Building a bridge upstream would prevent the new bridge to be taken out by the old bridge when it goes. How to remove the old bridge is going to be a challenge. Should we leave it and let nature take it out? It could potentially create a logjam that way. To blow it up would be a very unconventional way to deal with it and may not pass fisheries approval as Dave said. This needs some thought and study.

From here onwards the trail is badly overgrown but in good shape. The FOSP campsite at the rock face is still there and 1/3 of it has eroded away. It needs erosion protection here as the river will take this out too in the future!

No new changes here different to the report of 1998.

The last washout is about 1 km from the suspension bridge, 400mtr from the park boundary. This creek has washed out, tilting the old remaining logs from the bridge halfway in the river under a precarious angle.

Crawling under logs and over trees and scrambling up the steep unstable bank at the other side, I think made a very clear that this trail is NOT horse country! 

From here to the suspension bridge is clear sailing (or walking). Just outside the park boundary we joint the trail coming from the old Prosper mine site. John Caton volunteered that they cross the Bedwell just below Walter Guppy cabin and ride on the old road to the mine site and come out here in the Bedwell, where the tie their horses, while their clients go for a swim. The place was spotless; not a drop of manure and very little vegetation missing; different to the Ursus experience! The top vegetation and moss, which makes the trail more pleasant to walk on is removed from the trail by the horses.

This small section of the trail most certainly looks convincing that horses would have no impact on this area!

FOSP Suspension bridge is in fine shape! The tree where we wrapped the cable around and where the boardwalk goes around has grown a bit. It is moving the bridge over a bit and it has a tilt. It would be a good idea to talk to Dave Vincent how we could fix that problem. Caton has put some asphalt shingles on the first few boards, which initiated some rot. These need replacing.

In conclusion.

It was very obvious to everyone that the Bedwell valley is still very unstable due to human activities ( mining and logging and road building), The river meanders from one side of the valley to the other and water levels can rise 20-40 feet or more. It will take at least another 20-40 years before it has stabilized itself. 

There are numerous places where the river has taken all material and soil away where the road and trail once were, all the way to rock faces. Rebuilding the trail in those sections requires blasting to make a trail. In some places it can be rerouted over the smaller rock faces through the forest. Those areas would be too soft for horses.

Several (almost all) creeks have doubled or quadrupled in size leaving huge hazardous crossings. All bridges have gone except for the living bridge, which could go any time and is a real danger. Replacing some and most of these bridges will be a real task. Going through the creeks is possible during the latter part of August and in September. Not having any bridges could make this trail a real hazard for innocent travelers during high runoff times. Where the trail has not washed out it is good and requires minimum amount of work.

At least 24 old rotten wooden culverts need replacing.

John Caton does not need to replace the suspension bridge to get his horses into the Bedwell valley, he could use the Prosper mine site trail for that purpose.

It is obvious that this is NOT horse country. The work needed on the trail, bridges and washouts, can not be accomplished by hand only. It needs serious machinery, blasting and modifications. Most certainly for horse use!

The cost will be well over 1 million dollars or more.

And then there is the access through the resort….. I can see that we need a separate access past the resort. Maybe closer to Penny creek?

Got picked up by John Caton’s trucks at 5.15 PM and drove to his resort, through dry creeks etc!

Had burgers (salmon) and beer (water for me) in 15 minutes flat and flew back with a floatplane to Campbell River enjoying beautiful Strathcona Park on the way back!

